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whole of our village is happy on this account.
It is proud to think that the shanbhog of our
village has been given the power to send people
to prison. Village people have a notion that it is a
great thing to have this power. Only Amildars
and officers of higher status had this power in the
past. Nowadays Government have taken away
this power from even Amildars. In one sense,
therefore, a man appointed to a bench of magis-
trates has reached a status above that of an
Amildar. Anjappa was as proud of the new status
of the shanbhog of his village as any one else and
came up to congratulate him and, incidentally, to
give a word or two of advice.

Rangappa saw Anjappa coming and said;
" Come in, Anjappa. Pray, sit down."

Anjappa: '* Well, master, they say that you
are appointed a magistrate. It is right happy
I am to hear this."

u It is all very well to be right happy, Anjappa,
But what is the use ? It is labouring hard for
nothing. I shall get no pie for the work I shall do."

" No pie? Why not?"

" You see, Anjappa, they call this thing being
magistrate on a bench. It is an honorary office.
Government do not pay you for this."